THE  FOUR  GEORGES
though the upper and middle classes abated none of their
dislike.
As soon as the coronation was over the King proceeded
to visit Ireland, Scotland, and Hanover. No British
monarch had set foot in Ireland since James and William
fought at the Boyne, or in Scotland since the middle of
the seventeenth century, unless the le jure James III and
VIII be excepted. The first two Georges had spent much
time in Hanover, but George III had never left England.
Both Dublin and Edinburgh gave the new King the
warmest of welcomes; Daniel O'Connell presented him
with a laurel crown, and urged the building of a palace in
Ireland. George crossed in one of the earliest steam-
packets, and John William Ward, afterwards fourth Vis-
count Dudley, describes him as having behaved like a
popular candidate on an election campaign, and says that
"if the day before he left Ireland, he had stood for
Dublin, he might have turned out Shaw or Grattan."1
The visit to Scotland took place in 1822, and was followed
by the reversal of the attainders on many of those who
had fought for the Stuarts. There can be no doubt that
it was a happy thought of the King to go to his other
kingdoms, and it is to be regretted that so far as Ireland
was concerned this display of sympathy on the part of
the Royal Family proved to be merely a passing incident.
With all his faults, George was no fool; what he lacked
was the application to pursue any consistent line of action
long enough to achieve success.
It is not easy for a later generation to understand the
position of George IV, for the last hundred years have
witnessed a trans-valuation of political values. When his
1 Letters to Copies tone, p. 295.
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